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The  writer  of  the  following  pages  ought  perhaps  to  apologize  for  the 
warlike  turn  which  has  been  given  to  some  few  parts  of  his  address.  But 
while  some  of  the  terms  are  military  and  the  imagery  occasionally  assumes  a 
martial  air,  he  must  beg  that  his  readers  will  not  misunderstand  him.  For 
the  warfare  of  which  he  speaks  and  the  unflinching  contest  to  which  he  in- 
vites the  Clergy  of  his  Church,  is  not  that  of  sanguinaiy  encounter,  or  of 
fierce  and  malignant  feeling  ;  but  that  of  strenuous  and  persevering  exertion 
for  the  undisturbed  possession  of  their  important  rights  and  privileges.  He 
hopes  he  is  no  bigot.  He  is  not  aware  that  he  feels  the  least  enmity  against  any 
sect  or  denomination  in  the  Province  :  nor  is  he  disposed  to  assert  with  arro- 
gancy  of  assumption  that  his  is  the  only  Church  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others. 
He  claims  indeed  the  right  of  preference :  and  strong  are  the  convictions 
which  have  led  to  rnd  which  cause  him  still  to  cherish  this  his  preference. 
But  he  still  concedes  to  others  the  right  of  choice.  And  were  he  and  his 
Church  only  left  to  themselves  as  he  would  leave  others — to  proceed  quietly 
and  undisturbedly  in  the  peaceful  discharge  of  their  respective  duties, — not  a 
line  on  the  present  subject  would  ever  have  been  sent  by  him  to  the  press. 
But  when  such  hosts  of  assailants  have  gathered  around  his  revered  and  hon- 
ored Church  ;  and  when  they  rapaciously,  and  as  it  seems  to  him,  iniquitous- 
ly  talk  of  severing  from  her,  or  altogether  alienating  her  exclusive  endowments : 
and  when  in  order  more  fully  to  secure  their  aim,  they  do  not  scruple  either 
ignorantly  or  maliciously,  to  malign  her — under  such  circumstances,  he  felt 
it  his  bounden  duty  to  speak  out ;  and  while  he  has  endeavoured  to  do  this 
with  manly  christian  courage,  he  is  not  conscious  of  having  cherished  against 
any  one,  the  least  bitterness  of  feeling. 
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"  And  we  shall  see  war  no  more !"  Such  was  the  ardent  hope  of  the 
Clergy  of  the  Established  Church  when  they  left  the  angry  disputations  of 
their  native  land,  in  search  of  trans-ailantic  quietness.  "  In  Canada  surely" 
was  their  natural  conclusion  "  nothing  will  disturb  our  peace.  None  of  the 
wonted  missiles  will  then  be  hurled  against  us  :  no  firebrands  of  tithes  and 
siaecures,  and  pluralities  ;  no  causes  for  heart-burnings  and  fierce  contentions : 
but  peace,  happy  long  wished-for  peace  shall  be  enjoyed  in  that  secluded  coun- 
try." Such  were  their  feelings,  as  they  approached  the  Canadian  shores. — 
The  desire  of  greater  usefulness  had  loosened  them  from  the  fond  ties  which 
bound  them  to  their  native  Country ;  for  the  strong  and  reiterated  cry  had 
reached  them, — "0  come  over  and  help  us;  for  Clergymen  are  so  greatly  need- 
ed here.  You  may  go  for  miles  :  and  see  neither  Church  nor  Minister.  No 
public  worship  unless  you  collect  your  family  and  a  few  solitary  neighbours 
in  your  own  house  or  go  to  hear  the  imperfect  lispings  of  the  uneducated  poor 
in  their  meetings  for  prayer.  We  want  resident  and  educated  Ministers : 
some  one  to  whom  we  can  look  up  :  who  will  gather  up  the  rough  and  unsha- 
ped  materials  around  us,  and  with  the  cement  of  piety,  prudence,  and  affec- 
tion, unite  us  into  a  compact  and  seemly  edifice.  Yes !  you  must  come  and 
help  us  ;  and  you  will  find  how  gladly  we  shall  welcome  you." 

But  no  sooner  had  they  reached  the  shores  of  the  far-famed  Ontario  ;  and 
turned  with  admiring  gaze  from  its  majestic  waters  in  search  of  some  scene  of 
quietude  and  usefulness,  than  they  found  that  they  still  had  enemies  to  en- 
counter,— enemies  if  possible  more  fierce  and  bitter  than  before.  Scarcely  a 
sect  or  denomination,  but  had  feelings  of  hostility  against  them.  ''No  domi- 
nant church,  here,  in  this  free  colony:  no  arrogant  assumption  of  superiority  ; 
no  salaried  Ministers :  no  lordly  pampered  priest-hood  ;  let  them  rough  it  as 
we  have  done  before  them.  Away  with  their  gowns,  their  surplices,  and 
their  hoods ;  with  all  their  worldly  trappings  and  priestly  vanities,  remnants  of 
the  vestments  of  the  Babylonish  whore."  And  why  all  this  vehemence  of 
hostility  1  May  I  unveil  the  mystery  ?  will  it  be  inconsistent  with  christian 
charity  to  tell  of  the  apparently  unhallowed  feelings  which  dwell  within? — 
Why  then  this  hostility  ?  Has  it  not  its  origin  in  Envy  ?  that  baneful  feeling, 
attended  with  its  usual  concomitants,  "hatred,  malice,  and  all  uncharitable- 
ness"  ?  For  they  readily  perceived  that  whenever  a  minister  of  the  Estab- 
lished Church  settled  amongst  them,  they  sank  down  from  their  wonted  pre- 
eminence, and  were  obliged  to  take  some  lower  place.  The  more  wealthy, 
and  influential,  and  soberminded,  from  among  the  community,  gradually  gath- 
ered around  him  :  for  "a//  things  were  then  done  decently^  and  in  order, ''^ — 
A  constant  residence  gave  him  a  stronger  hold  on  the  afiectlons  and  co-opera- 
tions of  his  people  ;  enabled  him  to  enter  upon  more  eflicient  plans,  and  gave 
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unity  as  well  as  vigour  to  his  proceedings  ; — whilst  hi,s  independent  income, 
derived  not  from  the  scanty,  precarious,  and  grudging  contributions  of  his  con- 
gregation, but  from  his  endowment,  and  appointed  salary — this  his  small,  but 
still  independent  income,  enabled  him  to  act  so  differently  from  themselves,  as 
his  judgement  or  his  circumstances  might  require,  without  servile  fear  and 
without  humiliating  compliance.  And  all  this  painful  contrast  was  unhappily 
associated  in  their  minds  with  our  exclusive  possession  of  the  Clergy  Re- 
serves. 

Such  then  has  been  the  unhappy  lot  of  our  English  Clergy  !  Misconstrued 
and  maligned  in  their  Native  Country,  they  found  the  same  opposition  on 
their  arrival  here  :  and  all  this,  when  they  had  hoped  that  they  should  com- 
pletely escape  from  the  windy  storm  and  tempest  j  flee  away  from  it  for  ever, 
and  be  at  rest. 

But  how  was  this  hostility  met  by  them  ?  Did  they  return  evil  for  evil,  or 
railing  for  railing?  Did  they  drag  these  unhallowed  subjects  into  the  House  of 
their  God  ;  and  make  the  pulpit  the  arena  of  angry  feeling  and  bitter  contention  ? 
Did  they  pour  into  their  people's  ears,  in  their  pastoral  visits  or  their  social 
parties,  the  language  of  just  recrimination  or  indignant  retort?  or  did  they  (to 
borrow  a  phrase  from  the  world's  vocabulary)  endeavour  "  to  shew  up"  their 
church's  adversaries  in  their  due  coloring  and  proportions  1  No  !  Taught  by 
the  safe  and  imperative  word  of  their  God,  the  rising  feelings  of  indignation 
were  checked  ;  and  the  outraged  consciousness  of  rectitude  thus  assailed, 
which  was  starting  up  into  the  posture  of  defiance  and  retaliation,  was  taught 
to  bow  before  the  sense  of  duty.  Instead  therefore  of  attempting  to  avenge 
themselves,  they  quietly  gave  place  unto  wrath.  Instead  of  being  overcome 
of  evil,  they  endeavoured  to  overcome  evil  with  good.  "  For  the  Servant  of 
the  Lord" — the  man  who  would  outlive  opposition,  and  by  patient  endurance 
in  "  well  doing,  would  put  to  silence  the  ignorance  of  foolish  men."  "  The 
Servant  of  the  Lord"  must  not  strive,  but  be  gentle  unto  all  men  ;  in  meekness 
instructing  those  that  oppose  themselves :  if  God  peradventure  give  them  re- 
pentance to  the  acknowledgement  of  the  truth." 

The  christian  feeling  therefore,  of  the  ministers  of  our  Church,  has  im- 
posed on  them  that  silence  which  they  have  hitherto  so  strikingly  maintained. 
And  if  they  have  erred  in  this  respect;  and  their  silence  has  been  miscon- 
strued into  cold  indifference,  or  a  conviction  of  the  badness  of  their  cause; 
much  as  such  inferences  are  to  be  lamented,  it  must  still  be  regarded  as  an 
error  on  the  right  side. 

But  their  habits  of  quietude  have  likewise  contributed  towards  this  almost 
criminal  forbearance.  It  is  not  cold  apathy  ;  it  is  not  cowardice :  it  is  not  any 
wilfu.  dereliction  of  duty,  which  has  made  them  shrink  from  the  contest.  It 
is  because  their  habits  of  retirement  make  them  fancy  that  they  are  not  called 
upon  to  take  any  active  share  in  the  more  public  matters  of  the  day.  These 
things  they  feel  that  they  ought  mostly  to  leave  to  others.  And  if  at  times 
they  are  dragged  fi  om  their  privacy  by  a  sense  of  bounden  duty  ;  if  the  rights 
of  their  church,  or  the  general  interests  of  religion,  or  the  security  of  the 
throne  call  for  their  services  ; — they  take  down  their  armour, — and  with  firm- 
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ness  of  purpose,  aiul  full  preparedness  to  sutfer  in  the  riglUeous  cause,  tliey 
buckle  it  on,  and  go  forth  to  the  fight.  But  no  sooner  has  the  warfare  been 
accomphshed  and  the  cheering  notes  of  returning  peace  meet  their  dehghted 
ear,  than  they  fall  back  into  their  beloved  retirement  and  devote  tliemselves 
with  renewed  vigour  to  their  peaceful  and  heaven-directed  labours.  And 
while  they  feel  with  Hooker  the  sorrowful  conviction  'Uhat  this  world  is  made 
up  of  perturbations"  they  are  enabled  to  look  more  fully  towards  that  glorious 
state  where  diflerences  and  alterations  will  cease  for  ever. 

The  parish-priest,  then,  generally  speaking  shrinks  from  contention.  There 
are  found  indeed  within  the  privileged  enclosure  of  our  establishment  some 
few  men  of  other  habits  :  and  it  is  well  that  such  men  have  been  raised  up  a- 
mong  us:  but  they  do  not  constitute  the  mass  of  our  Church's  labourers.  We 
find  occasionally  for  example,  the  Political  Champion.  The  man  who  has 
been  rew^arded  for  his  zeal  and  activity  in  his  Country's  cause,  with  some 
honourable  station ;  placed  as  is  meet,  among  the  professors  of  his  University 
or  the  dignitaries  of  his  Church :  and  v^^ho  still  retaining  his  distinguishing 
characteristics,  is  ever  ready  when  occasion  calls  "  to  poise  the  lance,  or 
hurl  the  quivering  spear."  The  Grave  Polemic  is  also  occasionally  seen  a- 
mong  her  ranks.  Nursed  in  the  disputations  of  his  College :  habituated  to 
distinguish  the  slightest  shades  of  error,  and  to  detect  the  smallest  flaw  in  argu- 
ment ;  accustomed  to  triumph  over  his  less  acute  and  less  talented  foe,  the 
arena  of  discussion  is  his  delighted  sphere.  And  there  are  other  grades  of  dis- 
putants, other  shades  of  revered,  and  honoured  worthies,  who  are  found  among 
our  Clergy :  such  as  the  orthodox  defenders  of  our  forms,  rites,  ceremonies, 
claims,  and  privileges,  all  of  them  useful,  necessary,  and  essential,  as  the  but- 
tresses and  bulwarks  of  our  favoured  Zion.  But  still  these  form  but  a  small 
fraction  of  our  Clergy.  The  majority  of  our  Pastors  are  men  of  other  habits. 
They  are  the  laborious  cultivators  of  the  vineyard  of  their  Lord,  rather  than 
the  warm  and  spirited  defenders  of  their  Country's  or  their  Church's  rights. 
In  the  bosom  of  their  families,  and  the  calm  retreats  of  their  parishes  they  are 
actively,  and  conscientiously  engaged  in  the  more  immediate  and  direct  further- 
ance of  the  blessings  of  the  gospel  of  peace. 

Nor  is  it  merely  their  christian  forbearance  and  their  love  of  quietness, 
which  have  imposed  on  them  the  silence  which  they  have  hitherto  maintained. 
Some  of  the  subjects  in  dispute,  are  unhappily  of  inauspicious  bearing.  The 
bandied  question  of  Reserves,  for  example,  is  too  closely  allied  with  the  long 
reiterated  charge  of  '^'•lovefor  the  loaves  and  fishes and  they  shrink  from  the 
bare  suspicion  of  their  being  worldly  and  covetous  in  their  views.  Frequently 
do  they  need  assistance  ;  and  many  a  struggle  have  many  of  them  had  to  sup- 
port their  families,  and  to  maintain  that  decency  of  appearance  which  their 
education  and  their  station  requires.  The  scanty  pittance  which  many  of 
them  receive  is  much  less  than  the  stipends  attached  to  their  former  cures  in 
England  :  and  having  expended  all  that  they  could  readily  convert  into  mon- 
ey, in  order  to  bring  them  to  this  Country  ;  and  having  also  shorn  themselves 
of  many  a  comfort  to  accomplish  this  end,  they  have  now  no  little  hoard  of 
savings  to  which  they  can  have  recourse,  and  at  times  tliey  are  in  no  small 
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danger  of  suffering  from  want.  Under  such  circumstances  therefore  how  glad- 
ly would  they  have  received  the  extra  aid,  which  their  paternal  Monarch  and 
his  Imperial  senate  had  appropriated  for  their  use.  But  they  open  not  their 
mouths  in  clamorous  complaint.  They  will  not  put  it  into  the  power  of  the 
malicious  to  charge  them  with  mercenary  views.  They  have  therefore  for- 
borne to  urge  their  claims  ;  and  have  hitherto  suffered  to  proceed  without  re- 
buke or  resistance  that  shameless  attempt  at  spoliation  which  has  been  passing 
before  their  eyes.  But  oh  !  blame  them  not  for  this  their  meek  and  heavenly 
minded  forbearance,  this  their  magnanimous,  and  pious  silence ;  a  spirit  which 
while  it  rescues  them  from  censure,  and  raises  them  indeed  above  all  praise, 
is  seen  in  perfect  contrast  with  that  exhibited  by  the  mass  of  those  who  revile 
and  oppose  them.  With  them  truly  and  exclusively,  has  been  the  clamour 
the  loaves  and  for  the  fishes,^''  and  short  of  this  anticipated  consummation 
of  their  wishes,  they  will  never,  it  is  to  be  feared,  contentedly  rest. 

But  the  silence  of  our  Clergy,  may  be  yet  further  attributed  to  Hheir  con- 
sciousness of  the  justice  of  their  claims^  They  could  not  believe  it  possible 
that  men  were  serious  in  the  language  which  they  used.  They  regarded  these 
observations  rather  as  feelers  put  forth  to  ascertain  the  probability  of  success, 
than  any  real  expectation,  that  such  absurd  and  preposterous  demands  should 
be  realized.  So  confident  indeed  did  they  feel  that  justice  was  on  their  side, 
and  that  truth  would  eventually  prevail — that  they  could  hardly  bring  them- 
selves seriously  to  argue  on  so  self-evident  a  point. 

And  I  am  not  surprised  at  this  their  firm  conviction :  for  never  surely  was 
there  a  clearer  case,  or  a  more  righteous  cause.  And  only  let  the  matter  be 
fully,  and  impartially  considered  ;  let  popular  ferment  be  permitted  to  work 
out  its  recently  accumulated  impurities,  and  be  left  quietly  to  subside  ;  let  the 
heated  imaginations  of  the  party-spirited,  worked  up  as  they  have  lately  been 
to  more  than  their  customary  fierceness,  be  suffered  to  cool  ;  give  us  only 
time  for  the  re-action  of  the  public  mind,  and  then  the  question  of  the  Re- 
serves will  be  so  self-evident  to  parties  of  every  description  that  the  wonder 
w'ill  arise  how  it  was  possible  to  have  misapprehended  it. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  any  enlargement  on  this  question.  A 
short  and  simple  statement  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  convince  the  unbiassed 
mind  ;  and  the  most  lengthened  and  elaborate  detail  would  be  altogether  lost 
on  those  who  have  already  prejudged  the  question. 

How  then  does  the  matter  simply  stand  1  A  large  and  important  Province 
was  added  to  the  British  Empire  and  became  part  of  the  same.  Its  pious 
Sovereign,  the  venerable  parent  of  his  people,  was  desirous  of  securing  to 
the  settlers  the  blessings  of  an  established  religion.  The  Episcopal  form  of 
Church  Government  which  so  considerably  predominated  in  his  realms :  which 
had  ever  been  connected  with  the  state,  and  as  such  was  termed  the  Establish- 
ment or  the  National  Church :  and  to  which  form  of  Church  Government 
both  as  a  Monarch  and  as  a  man  he  vvas  most  warmly  attached ; — this  was 
of  course  fixed  upon  by  him  as  the  one  to  be  established  in  the  new  Province. 
But  as  without  a  suitable  provision  for  the  support  of  its  Clergy,  no  predo- 
minant or  leading  influence,  and  no  permanent  continuance  could  be  antici- 
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pated,  Buch  provision  was  consequently  made.  And  qs  the  unpopular  mode 
of  providing  for  the  English  Clergy  was  a  perpetual  source  of  contention  and 
irritation, — in  order  to  spare  the  feelings  of  his  Clergy  in  his  new  Province, 
and  to  disarm  the  dissenters  of  their  hostility,  or  at  least  to  remove  from  them 
every  just  ground  of  objection,  glebes  and  parsonages  were  contemplated  in 
the  stead  of  tithes;  and  land  of  sufficient  extent  was  accordingly  set  apart, 
and  apportioned  to  their  use.  And  thus  originated  the  Clergy  Reserves.  In 
order  also  that  they  might  be  employed  for  their  sole  use  and  benefit,  it  was 
stated  in  express  terms,  that  these  Reserves  were  a  provision  for  the  support 
of  "the  Protestant  Clergy" — Protestant,  as  excluding  Roman  Catholics; 
Clergy  as  excluding  Ministers  of  all  other  sects  and  df nominations.  For  by 
the  term  "  Clergy"  is  meant  in  England  the  ministers  of  the  Established 
Church  and  those  alone.  * 


*I  am  aware  that  our  Scottish  friends,  and  the  Presbyterians  among  them  especially,  me 
the  term  "  Clergy"  in  a  less  restricted  sense  :  and  apply  it  generally  to  the  ministers  of  their 
own  Church.  But  this  is  completely  a  Scotticism.  It  is  never  used  by  Englishmen,  unless 
they  happen  to  have  adopted  it  through  intercourse  with  Scotchmen.  I  never  myself  during 
a  residence  in  England  of  nearly  50  years,  recollect  to  have  heard  it  otherwise  used  than  as 
designating  the  Clergy  of  the  Established  Church  :  and  I  am  persuaded  that  nine  hundred 
and  ninety  nine  out  of  a  thousand  so  employ  it.  And  its  bearing  on  the  present  question  is 
most  important.  For  it  must  be  recollected  that  the  Constitutional  act  in  which  the  expres- 
sion '•'Protestant  Clergy"  is  employed,  was  framed  in  England,  where  this  is  the  common 
and  almost  invariable  acceptation  of  the  term,  and  consequenily  the  Clergy  Reserves  were 
intended  for  the  Protestant  Clergy  of  the  Established  Church  and  these  exclusively.  Besides 
if  the  English  Parliament  had  contemplated  the  admission  of  Presbyterian  Ministers  togeth- 
er with  the  English  Clergy,  they  would  more  accurately  have  described  their  intentions  ; 
and  used  such  additional  words  as  would  have  made  their  meaning  more  definite  and  unam- 
biguous. Framers  of  Parliamentary  acts  are  notoriously  profuse  in  their  use  of  distinctive 
terms.  They  employ  them  in  smileable  abundance.  Why  then  so  sparing  in  the  present 
instance  1  It  is  therefore  the  merest  sophistry  to  suppose  that  by  the  terms  "  Protestant 
Clergy"  our  Legislators  had  the  least  reference  to  Presbyterian  Ministers. 

I  am  further  aware  that  the  members  of  the  Scottish  or  Presbyterian  Church  consider 
themselves  as  entitled  to  a  share  in  these  Reserves  on  another  ground,  because  they  form  so 
large  a  portion  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  ;  and  that  in  Scotland  the  Presbyterian  form  of  Go- 
vernment is  established  as  their  National  Church.  But  they  should  remember  that  the  Pres- 
byterian form  of  Church  Government  was  not  the  form  selected  for  and  set  up  among  them 
by  an  English  Monarch  and  an  English  Senate,  but  one  which  had  been  previously  adopt- 
ed and  actually  established  among  them  ;  and  which  was  merely  recognized  and  suffered 
to  remain  as  their  National  Church. 

Jt  was  also  as  an  Establishment,  simply  confined  to  Scotland  :  and  its  extension  or  estab- 
lishment elsewhere,  was  in  no  wise  contemplated.  And  it  was  evidently  supposed  that  should 
any  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  leave  Scotland,  and  settle  either  in  England  or  in 
any  of  the  Provinces,  they  must  of  course  leave  behind  them  Piesbyterianism  as  an  estab- 
lishment :  and  quietly  and  contentedly  uphold  their  respective  congregations  without  any  di- 
rect recognition  from  Government,  beyond  toleration  and  protection.  And  that  should  pe- 
cuniary support  in  any  way  on  such  occasions  be  granted  to  ihem  by  Government,  it  must 
be  considered  as  a  mere  boon,  and  in  no  Avise  as  a  claim. 

I  trust  however  that  our  Scottish  friends,  who  politically  have  so  extensively  and  generally 
been  considered  as  "  loyal  men  and  true,"  will  soon  forbear  to  harrass  and  impede  us  by 
their  strange  perseverance  in  these  vexatious  claims,  and  in  their  endeavouring  to  deprive  us 
of  our  birthright  as  Englishmen  by  severing  the  connection  of  our  Church  with  the  State. 
At  least  if  they  cannot  see  the  matter  in  the  same  point  of  view  with  ourselves,  let  them  still 
be  willing    to  take  us  affectionately  by    the    hand,    and  amicably  ngree  to  differ. 

E 
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Tills  Provision  then  for  the  support  of  the  Protestant  Clergy :  r r  in  othef 
terms  for  the  Ministers  of  the  Established  or  National  Church,  is  that  concern- 
ing which  this  strange  and  protracted  altercation  has  arisen.  It  was  the  Mon- 
Jirrh's  duty  and  the  Monarch's  act  to  provide  for  the  Established  religion,  this 
being  the  birthright  of  Englishmen,  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  British  Constitu- 
tion. And  this  appropriation  was  made  on  the  supposition  that  our  Province 
would  eventually  sooner  or  later  be  filled  by  a  majority  of  emigrants  attached 
to,  and  strongly  preferring  the  Established  religion;  inasmuch  as  the  same  rel- 
ative proportion  of  members,  must  eventually  be  found  in  the  Province  as  in 
the  Mother  Country  itself. 

"But  if  this  is  the  real  state  of  the  case,  why,"  it  will  be  asked  "should 
there  be  any  disputes  respecting  them  ?  why  any  further  attempts  to  legislate 
about  their  appropriation  ?  Eight  is  right,  and  just  claims  should  be  respected* 
These  Reserves  having  evidently  been  designed  and  appropriated  for  the  sole 
use  of  the  Clergy  of  the  Established  Church,  not  one  acre  of  them  can  with 
any  rectitude  be  wrested  from  them,  and  given  to  any  others,  or  devoted  to 
any  other  purpose." 

But  while  Rectitude  would  thus  decide  respecting  the  various  claims 
there  is  another  interpreter  much  in  vogue  in  the  present  day,  w^hich  is  so  ex-^ 
peri  that  it  obviates  all  difficulties,  overleaps  every  barrier,  sets  aside  ail  invest- 
ed rights  and  legal  claims,  and  permits  its  advocates  to  think,  act,  and  legislate 
as  tiiey  may  please :  and  this  bewildering  magician  is  expediency. 

But  what  is  this  Expediency  ?  This  potent  charmer,  this  despotic  niler  of 
tlje  destinies  of  men?  F(;litical  expediency  may  be  logically  recognized,  as 
that  which  is  politic  or  seemingly  desirable,  and  which  because  thus  appa- 
rently desirable  may  be  adopted  irrespectively  of  right.  For  expediency  is 
distinct  from  rectitude :  a  something  whicli  swerves  and  declines  more  or  less 
from  it.  It  brings  itself  to  no  moral  touch-stone  ;  it  admits  of  no  hampering 
restrictions  as  to  right  or  wrong;  but  takes  upon  itself  to  pronounce  as  to 
xvhat  is  most  beneficial ;  most  for  the  general  good,  or  best  for  the  time  being, 
and  on  this  apparent  utility  it  bases  all  its  measures,  and  feels  that  it  ia  justi- 
fied in  leaving  all  abstract  questions  of  moral  obligation  to  the  schoolmen  or 
tlie  divine. 

But  I  would  ask,  what  have  Cliristian  senators  to  do  with  so  garbled  and  bane- 
ful an  expediency  as  this  ?  Let  this  fallacious,  this  Proteus-like  doctrine  be  es  - 
t  ib!ished,  and  away  go  all  the  bonds  of  social,  politicai,  and  commercial  life. 
For  debased  expediency  will  teach  us  that  the  end  will  justify  the  means. 
They  were  its  abettors  who  framed  and  know  so  dexterously  how  to  apply  that 

We  hare  heard  it  strongly  asserted  though  ive  are  loath  to  believe  it  "  that  the  Presbytcrij^ns 
ure  at  the  bottom  cf  the  whole  affair^,  that  they  are  the  most  bitter,  prejudiced  and  intolerant 
of  any  that  they  are  so  stiff  and  stern  and  dogmatical  in  all  their  opinions  ;  that  the  Knoxa 
Slid  Camcrons  and  others  of  the  gloomy  and  more  repulsive  school,  too  much  prevail;  and' 
that  the  benign  and  winning  influence  of  the  loveable  and  attaching  Chalmers  is  but  of  rare 
occurrence."  General  assertions  can  never  be  strictly  true  ;  and  many  a  redeeming  excep- 
tion have  we  happily  been  favoured  with.  May  they  yet  more  and  more  abound  ;  and  in  the 
future  intercourse  of  our  widely  differing  churches,  may  it  become  our  mutual  endeavour 
thit  '•'  Epbraim  mny  no  longer  envvJud-3h;  nor  Judah  vex  Ephraim." 
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infernal  maxim,  Let  us  do  evil  that  good  may  come,  whose  damnation  is 
just" — severe,  but  scriptural,  and  therefore  just  conclusion.  For  this  hate- 
ful doctrine  will  hurry  its  advocates  into  acts  the  most  flagrant  and  atrocious 
in  order  to  obtain  some  desired  object,  to  gratify  some  clamouring  rabble,  or 
to  avert  some  dreaded  political  influence.  It  will  bound  over  every  obstacle  : 
snap  asunder  every  bond  :  and  triumph  over  every  scruple  :  and  should  cir- 
cumstances require  it,  will  teach  its  advocates  to  follow  in  the  desperate  steps 
of  the  time-serving  vacillating  Pilate,  who  could  deliver  up  the  just  and  holy 
Saviour  in  whom  he  could  find  no  fault,  because  the  clamouring  multitude 
required  it.  Oh  what  will  not  the  man  of  mere  worldly  expediency  do,  who 
truckles  for  popularity  and  who  regards  the  ever  varying  wishes  of  the  people 
rather  than  the  things  which  are  "  honest,  just,  and  true." 

I  admire  a  legitimate  expediency  as  much  as  any  man  ;  though  not  the  base, 
time-serving,  money-calculating  expediency  of  worldly  men :  but  the  expe- 
diency of  rectitude :  that  which  is  founded  upon  the  strict  and  undeviating 
principles  of  right  and  wrong.  Shall  we  go  at  this  late  period  of  the  worid 
and  amidst  the  clear  and  bright  effulgence  of  the  gospel  day,  to  the  upright 
heathen  for  his  sentiments  1  And  yet  there  are  some  who  would  listen  to  such 
a  teacher,  when  they  would  scorn  the  morality  of  the  gospel.  Let  them 
ponder  over  the  answer  of  the  just  Aristides  to  the  base,  but  seemingly  expe- 
dient proposal  of  the  wily  Themistocles, — "Nothing  can  be  useful,  but  what 
is  right."  And  the  high  spirited  and  honourable  Athenians,  with  a  tact  of 
feeling  unknown  to  many  among  ourselves,  determined  "  that  the  just  counsel 
was  the  best;"  and  the  base  proposal  was  rejected.  When  will  the  Sena- 
tors of  the  present  day,  be  prepared  to  learn  that  nothing  can  politically  be 
right,  which  is  morally  wrong  1 

Let  then  the  baneful  doctrine  of  political  expediency  be  banished  from  the 
Senate,  and  the  public  mind ;  and  let  the  matter  of  the  Reserves,  be  discus- 
fled  on  the  only  proper  basis  of  Rectitude,  and  the  question  will  soon  be  set 
at  rest  for  ever.    We  fear  not  for  one  instant  as  to  the  result. 

Such  is  the  simple  question  of  the  Clergy  Reserves  and  such  the  plain  and 
exclusive  right  of  the  Clergy  of  our  Church  to  this  provision  so  considerately 
appropriated  for  them.  And  can  we  wonder  that  the  Clergy  all  along  thus 
viewing  what  appeared  to  them  so  self-evident  a  matter,  should  smile  or  mar- 
vel at  their  opponents,  rather  than  seriously  set  themselves  to  confront  them. 

But  a  still  further  reason  may  apologetically  be  added  for  the  silence,  and 
supposed  apathy  and  indifference  of  our  Clergy ;  they  too  naturally  looked 
for  aid  from  others.  They  considered  that  if  unhallowed  hands  had  been 
raised  up  against  them,  there  were  others,  whose  delegated  office  it  was  to 
uphold  and  defend  them,  and  who  would  lift  up  their  voice  on  their  behalf, 
while  they  were  suffered  to  hold  their  peace.  That  while  they  "  abode  by  the 
stuff","  the  legitimate  conservators  of  their  rights  and  privileges,  would  main- 
tain their  righteous  cause.  They  had  hoped  that  they  had  faithful  men  and 
true,  among  the  Assembly  of  the  People  ;  not  merely  the  nominal  but  the  at- 
tached members  of  their  Church  ;  and  on  these  they  thought  the  church  could 
confidently  rely,  that  they  would  sooner  part  with  their  heart's  blood,  than  suffer 
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her  vested]  claims  to  be  infringed  upon  and  her  exclusive  property  iniquitously 
transferred  to  others.  But  the  hints,  and  whispers  of  spoliation  have  pro- 
ceeded throughout  all  the  different  grades  of  insinuation,  expectancy,  bold 
assertion,  arrogant  claims,  and  loud  intimidation  till  at  length  the  bevvildered 
and  mystified  mind  of  the  people  at  large,  has  begun  to  doubt  as  to  the  right- 
ful issue,  and  the  shout  of  the  uncircumcised,  already  rings  throughout  their 
camp  in  anticipation  of  speedy  victory.  And  all  this,  while  the  professed 
sons  of  the  Cliurch  in  the  house  of  their  Assembly,  *'  stand  silent  and  cow- 
ardly by,"  knowing  full  well  that  the  ark  of  their  sanctuary  is  in  danger,  but 
that  to  attempt  to  rescue  it,  would  inevitably  expose  themselves  to  peril ;  and 
therefore  they  sutTer  the  rapacious  struggle  to  proceed.  And  oh  !  "tell  it  not  in 
Gath,  publish  it  not  in  the  streets  of  Askelon,"  some  of  these  pretended,  but 
spurious  sons,  are  traitorously  lending  a  helping  hand  to  the  consummation  of 
the  sacrilegious  process. 

Disappointed  in  the  aid  they  anticipated  from  these  professed,  and  as  they 
had  hoped,  these  true  and  genuine  sons  of  their  established  church,  they  look- 
ed with  imploring  aspect,  and  with  confident  expectations  towards  the  higher 
powers;  the  legitimate  upholders,  and  defenders  ofthe'r  rights.  But  the 
TBgis  of  their  protection,  the  sheltering  covert  of  the  monarch's  representative, 
has  hitherto  been  so  charingly  afforded,  so  cautiously  and  tardily  given,  that 
little  hope  now  remains  for  them,  but  in  the  justice  of  their  cause,  and  the 
eventual  interference  of  that  gracious  bei»g,  who  sooner  or  later  will  "stretch 
forth  his  right  hand  to  help  and  defend  them."  They  have  been  taught  in- 
deed to  "cease  from  man  whose  expectations  are  vain,"  and  to  trust  in  that 
God,  "who  sitteth  on  the  throne  judging  right;"  the  sceptre  of  whose  kingdom 
is  the  sceptre  of  rectitude. 

To  these  various  causes  it  must  be  ascribed  that  the  Clergy  of  our  Province 
have  hitherto  been  suffering  the  work  of  spoliation  to  proceed  with  a  half 
criminal  non-resistance  to  their  Church's  foes.  Yet  she  is  now  beginning  to  a- 
rise.  Too  late  perhaps  in  the  estimation  of  many,  but  not  too  late  we  trust 
in  point  of  fact.  For  when  the  secluded  and  retiring  parish-priest  steps  for- 
ward and  solicits  the  public  ear;  when  the  voice  so  seldom  raised  in  his  own 
defence,  is  at  length  imperatively  and  conscientiously  uplifted,  it  is  never  heard 
in  vain.  He  is  listened  to  with  more  than  usual  deference  and  respect.  The 
intelligence,  the  clear  and  unsophisticated  reasoning  of  these  maligned,  but 
still  most  honoured  men,  has  ever  had  a  charm  upon  the  public  mind.  Their 
straight-forward  and  untampering  honesty,  has  ever  awakened  the  strongest 
sympathies  on  their  behalf.  Besides  these  are  the  men  who  in  every  case  of 
public  peril,  have  exhibited  so  firm  a  bottom  and  so  unflinching  a  courage, 
that  their  confiding  country  has  never  looked  to  them  in  vain  ; — men  who 
know  how  fearlessly  to  maintain,  that  which  they  conscientiously  believe  ; — 
who  in  the  discharge  of  their  pulpit  and  other  duties  are  compelled  to  stand 
the  brunt  of  personal  or  parochial  opposition,  and  who  with  all  their  tender- 
ness and  affection  are  still  required  to  make  their  faces  harder  than  a  flint, 
rather  than  be  found  guilty  of  a  dereliction  of  their  duty  to  God.  These  there- 
fore are  the  men  who  will  not  truckle  to  the  base,  nor  be  intimidated  by  the 
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strong ;  but  having  their  hands  slrervgthened  by  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob  ;  clad 
in  unearthly  armour,  and  wielding  uncarnal  weapons  they  will  stand  unsha- 
ken and  unappalled  in  the  evil  day,  and  never  quit  their  ranks  or  abandon  their 
righteous  cause.  They  dare  not  yield.  They  can  neither  compromise,  nor 
desert.  Not  a  single  claim  can  they  ever  be  prevailed  on  to  relinquish.  Call 
them  stubborn,  mistake  their  inflexible  integrity,  and  their  unalterable  decision 
for  pertinacious  bigotry  ;  brand  them  with  ever  so  many  an  opprobious  name  ; 
yet  such  is  tha  nature  of  their  present  contest,  that  when  once  convinced  of 
the  real  objects  and  the  probable  success  of  their  Church's  foes,  they  will 
never  ingloriously  leave  the  field. 

These  perhaps  are  strong  expressions  ;  stronger  you  may  think  than  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case  requires.  Listen  then  to  caltner  statements,  and  suffer  me 
to  shew  the  grounds  of  their  inflexible  decision. 

Every  thing  teaches  the  Minister  of  the  Established  Church,  the  utter  hope- 
lessness of  concession.  "Does  he  not  shrink  from  contest"  1  some  one 
may  speciously  enquire ;  "have  you  not  told  us  he  is  a  man  of  peace,  and 
does  he  not  wish  to  promote  its  interests?  Why  then  so  exclusive  and  perti- 
nacious? Why  not  suffer  others  to  partake  in  common  with  himself?  Let 
him  only  express  his  willingness  to  consider  the  Reserves  as  common  proper- 
ty, and  let  other  denominations  be  admitted  to  their  duly  regulated  share,  then 
will  the  question  be  forever  settled,  and  peace  restored  within  our  Zion's  bor- 
ders." 

There  afe  times  in  which  these  specious  reasonings  have  induced  him  to 
pause,  and  consider  ;  for  peace,  delightful  peace  is  an  object  most  dear  to  his 
heart,  and  in  order  to  obtain  it,  how  extensively  would  he  sacrifice  !  But  he 
soon  finds  that  it  cannot  be.  Concede  on  this  point,  and  instead  of  peace,  it 
would  be  the  commencement  of  interminable  war.  Let  the  principle  of  par- 
tition once  be  admitted,  and  where  would  the  distribution  stop  ?  Claimants 
after  claimants,  like  the  successive  hordes  of  Goths,  Huns,  and  Vandals,  hun- 
gr}--,  impoverished,  and  sorely  beset,  would  sweep  away  all  before  them,  and 
^  leave  nothing  but  a  desolated  wilderness  behind.  No  !  to  concede,  would  be 
either  wholly  to  abandon,  or  incessantly  to  contend.  Instead  of  peace,  there 
would  be  yet  more  inevitable  and  hopeless  war. 

But  perhaps  his  liberality,  candour,  and  piety  are  appealed  to ;  and  the  ar- 
rogancy  of  general  claims  being  for  the  occasion  waived  ;  he  is  asked  in  seem- 
ing  meekness  and  modesty,  "But  why  so  desirous  of  engrossing  the  whole  ? 
You  find  the  benefit  of  these  Reserves  yourself ;  and  you  know  full  well  the 
difficulties  with  which  w^e  have  to  contend.  Why  then  so  reluctant  to  bestow 
on  us,  that  portion  from  your  own  ample  superabundant  provision,  which  you 
could  so  readily  without  the  least  detriment  spare,  and  which  would  prove  so 
material  a  benefit  to  us?  We  appeal  then  to  your  christian  feelings.  We 
know  the  interest  you  take  in  the  advancement  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom. 
You  know  the  need  that  exists  for  labourers  in  this  part  of  our  Lord's  vine- 
yard, and  you  cannot  do  otherwise  than  wish  us  'God  speed'  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord.  Give  us  therefore  as  a  boon  what  we  no  longer  urge  as  a  right. 
Express  your  willingness  that  a  fraction  of  your  extensive  grant  should  be  sur- 
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rendered,  and  then  the  word  of  our  God  in  this  important  Province  would 
have  free  course  and  be  glorified."  Here  again  our  pious  churchman  has 
been  disposed  to  listen,  and  with  so  desirable  an  issue  presented  to  his  view, 
his  heart  has  opened  to  the  sj)ecious  request  and  he  has  felt  a  disposition  to 
concede.  But  more  distinct  and  correct  information  on  the  point  has  con- 
vinced him,  that  were  be  to  admit  others  to  a  share  of  this  provision,  its  origi- 
nal intentions  would  be  completely  defeated.  Instead  of  granting  the  request- 
ed boon  out  of  an  abundance  which  would  suffer  no  sensible  diminution,  he 
would  in  fact,  be  sacrificing  that  which  is  absolutely  essential  to  the  continu- 
ance and  support  of  his  own  Church.  Nor  would  the  boon  conceded,  be  of 
any  adequate  advantage  to  those  who  solicit  it.  For  it  has  been  clearly  shewn 
by  one  who  has  had  ample  means  of  information  on  the  subject  on  which  he 
writes  that  the  whole  of  the  Clergy  Reserves  which  were  professedly  intended 
for  the  Established  Church  alone,  will  not  be  adequate  for  that  purpose,  for 
very  many  years  to  come.  And  that  should  these  be  shared  among  the  vari- 
ous sects  who  have  become  sufficiently  organized  to  expsct  a  portion,  no  per- 
manent endowment  could  be  made  to  any  minister  sufficient  for  his  support; 
five  or  ten  pounds  being  the  utmost  which  could  be  assighed  to  each  ;  and 
this  pittance  subject  to  diminution,  as  congregations  should  multiply  or  sects 
increase.  *  What  clergyman  then  with  his  eyes  open  to  this  fact,  would  con- 
sent to  alienate  from  his  own  church  that  endowment  which  is  inadequate  to 
the  support  of  its  own  ministers  for  any  lengthened  period ;  and  which  if  alien- 
ated, while  it  would  impoverish  those  for  whom  it  was  originally  intended, 
would  be  comparatively  unavailing  to  others? 

Should  he  then  concede ;  should  he  from  a  feeling  of  kindness  towards 
others,  grant  to  them  as  a  boon,  that  which  they  might  forbear  to  claim ; 
away  would  go  his  Established  Church,  quickly  would  he  find  himself  on  a 
level  with  the  other  Christian  sects,  soon  would  he  have  to  look  to  the  "  vo- 
luntary system,"  f  for  his  main  support.  And  then  would  he  find,  with  the 
bitter  complainants  of  this  precarious  and  dependent  provision  among  the  Epis- 
copalians, as  well  as  other  Churches  of  the  neighbouring  States,  that  unless 
possessed  of  income  arising  from  other  sources,  he  would  scarcely  have  a 
seemly  garment  to  put  on  ;  with  difficulty  find  wherewith  to  spread  his  homely 
table  ;  soon  would  he  be  compelled  to  put  his  daughters  out  to  service,  or  to 
trade;  and  see  his  struggling  partner  obliged  to  dress  his  food,  to  clean  his 
house,  and  perform  the  meanest  of  the  menial  acts  of  servants. 


*  See  Archdeacon  Strachan's  eighth  note  appended  to  his  Sermon  on  the  Church  of  the 
Redeemer.    Stanton  1836. 

t  There  are  few  persons  who  have  had  experience  of  the  working  of  the  "voluntary  sys- 
tem" but  must  be  convinced  that  it  is  anythins;  but  desirable.  St.  Paul  though  "he  might 
as  one  of  the  apostles  of  Christ,"  like  them  "have  been  burdensome"  to  his  flock,  yet  he  (elt 
its  humiliations  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  endured  the  greatest  inconvenience,  not  to  say  ex- 
tremities rather  than  submit  to  it ;  "  labouring"  for  example  while  among  the  Thessalonians, 

night  and  day  because  he  would  not  be  chargeable  to  any  of  them,"  He  perceived  doubt- 
less that  such  support  was  generally  considered  as  burdensome.  That  many  of  the  people 
either  coiUd  not  readily  or  would  not  cheerfully  and  adequately  support  their  ministers  :  aod 
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Has  then  the  provision  of  the  Crown  and  of  the  slate  given  to  him  the 
means  of  supporting  hinnseif  and  his  family,  in  that  station,  and  in  those 
bahits,  in  which  he  has  been  accustomed,  and  is  expected  to  move?  Are 
the  means  thus  afforded  to  him,  of  living  without  the  pressure  of  corroding 
cares,  enabling  him  to  serve  his  God,  and  his  generation  with  a  quiet  mind  ;  and 
shall  he  with  the  full  conviction  of  his  exclusive,  and  inalienable  right  to 
such  provision,  suffer  himselfto  be  beguiled,  or  despoiled  of  it,  and  thus  vo- 
luntarily cast  himself  adrift  on  the  cold-hearted  and  penurious  charity  of  a 
dollar-calculating  world  ?  to  suppose  such  infatuated  conduct,  v^  ould  be  to 
expect  the  acts  of  a  madman,  or  an  idiot,  instead  of  those  of  a  rational  and 
reflecting  mind. 

But  were  he  disposed  to  make  the  sacrifice  for  himself,  were  his  private 
income  of  sufficient  amount  to  provide  him  with  comforts,  to  maintain  his 
independence,  and  his  station  among  his  brethren,  to  support  his  family,  to 
place  them  out  creditably  in  life,  and  to  leave  them  some  small  pittance 
at  his  death  ;  still  he  ought  not  to  be  influenced  by  any  mere  reference  to 
himself.  As  a  member  of  the  Established  Church,  her  rights,  immunities, 
and  priveleges  are  entrusted  to  him,  that  he  may  hand  down  the  same  to  fu- 
ture generations  ;  they  are  entailed  in  endless  perpetuity,  nor  can  he  by  any  le- 
gal fiction,  as  in  the  case  of  other  entails,  cut  them  off,  to  the  prejudice  of 
those  who  may  succeed  him. 

If  therefore  he  concedes,  and  gives  up  either  in  whole,  or  in  part,  he  Fur- 
renders  invested  and  entrusted  rights,  which  he  ought  to  hand  down  untouched, 
undetcriorated,  and  uninfringed.  The  Establishment  contemplated  by  our 
Sovereign  and  his  legislature  was  in  perpetuity  ;  that  down  to  the  lemotest 


therefore  delermined  to  live  independently  of  them.  Not  that  he  was  too  proud  to  receive 
the  contributioHs  of  his  people — even  of  the  very  poorest,  ivhen  thc^e  donations  were  cheer- 
fully offered ;  for  he  thanks  the  Philippians  in  terms  of  heart  affecting  gratitude  for  the  li- 
beral and  tin^ely  supplies  Vv'hich  they  eonvej'ed  to  him  when  he  was  in  want:  and  yet  these 
gave  to  him  not  out  of  their  abundance,  but  out  of  their  deep  poverty,"  and  "  beyond  their 
power  j"  and  that  not  in  a  single  isoI;\ted  instance,  for  "  they  sent  once  and  again  to  his 
necessities."  lie  was  not  I  say  too  proud  to  receive  from  even  the  very  poorest  of  his  flock, 
but  still  he  would  never  be  dependent  on  them  for  support,  he  womM  not  receive  from  them 
any  regular,  fixed,  or  expected  supplies,  not  even  from  those  who  were  most  able  to  give 
them.  For  tlie  rich  Corinthians  who  were  so  highly  lauded  by  him  for  their  liberal  contribu- 
tions to  the  poor  saints  in  Jerusalem,  and  for  their  liberality  "to  all  men,"  on  whose  ac- 
count "  he  thanks  God  for  his  exceeding  grace,  to  them"  in  this  respect; — yet  he  saw  in 
these  v,'ealthr,  charitable,  munificent  Corinthians,  that  which  made  hirn  resolutely  refuse  to 
receive  any  contributions  from  them  for  himself.  Hear  hoivever  kis  own  testimony.  "When 
I  was  present  v/ith  you,  and  wanted,  I  was  chargeable  to  no  man,  for  that  which  was  lacking 
to  me,  the  brethren  which  came  from  Macedonia,  supplied ;  and  in  all  thiiigs  have  I  kept 
myself  from  being  burdensome  to  you,  and  so  will  I  keep  myself.  No  man  shall  stop  me 
from  this  boasting  in  the  regions  of  Achaia." — But  if  Saint  Paul, — one  so  gifted, — so  holy, 
— who  needed  so  little  for  his  support,  both  from  his  self-denying  habits,  and  the  single  life 
he  led, — if  he  felt  it  more  expedient  to  labour  night  and  day,  that  he  might  not  be  depen- 
dent on  his  flock,  how  can  the  mass  of  ministers  expect  that  cheerful  or  adequate  subscrip- 
tions should  for  any  continuance  be  made  for  them  No  !  the  system  has  ever  been  found 
to  work  badly,  and  no  one  has  ever  submitted  to  it,  but  from  absolute  necessity,  and  most 
fl'-^dly  would  he,  if  possible,  be  emancipated  frrm  it. 


16 


p3j*iods,  provision  might  be  maJe  for  the  maintenance  of  God's  \vorship,''and 
the  sound  preaching  of  his  holy  word  ;  and  to  concede,  so  as  to  endanger,  or 
deprive  his  Churcii  of  rights  and  privileges  like  these,  would  constitute  him, 
either  a  drowsy  sentinel  on  his  post,  or  a  beguiled  traitor  of  the  most  solemn, 
sacred  trusts.  He  dares  not  therefore  concede,  he  can  neither  compromise, 
nor  desist.  He  can  never  cease  to  urge  his  claims,  never  relinquish  the  least 
atom  in  dispute,  but  must  struggle  on  till  every  legitimate  point  is  gained,  or 
till  he  shall  sink  in  the  hopeless  endeavour.  The  bloodless,  heavenly-tem- 
pered sword,  which  he  has  so  tardily  and  reluctantly  felt  himself  constrained 
to  draw,  can  never  be  sheathed  till  all  its  peaceful  objects  be  obtained. 

And  now,  Men,  Brethren,  and  Fathers,  of  our  beloved  Church,  having  thus- 
endeavoured  to  account  for  the  silence  and  forbearance,  which  we  have  hith- 
erto for  the  most  part  so  inexpediently,  not  to  say  criminally  discovered  ;  and 
having  intimated  that  you  are  at  length  beginning  to  arise  and  to  take  upon 
you  the  onerous  charge  from  which  you  have  so  long  shrunk  ;  and  having  pre- 
dicted that,  should  you  arise  in  the  fulness  of  your  congregated  strength,  and 
the  uncompromising  decision  of  your  mind,  and  present  your  con>pacted  pha- 
lanx against  the  opposers  and  spoliators  of  your  church,  in  humble  depen- 
dence on  that  help  which  cometh  from  above, — we  may  safely  calculate  on 
the  wished  for  result ; — you  will  now  perhaps  suffer  me  to  suggest  what  ap- 
pears to  me  as  the  best  mode  of  conduct  to  be  adopted  in  the  present  crisis. 

I.  And  I  would  beg  of  you  in  the  first  place,  to  take  as  one  of  your  mot- 
tos  "  Now  OR  Never."  *^  Know  your  opportunity,"  was  the  ^admirable  coun- 
sel of  Pittacus,  one  of  the  seven  of  the  Grecian  Sages.  And  surely  never 
was  there  a  juncture  of  greater  importance  to  the  Established  Church  in  Ca- 
nada than  the  present:  and  happy  will  it  be  for  us  if  we  both  perceive  and 
seize  our  critical  opportunity.  Your  unsuspicious  minds  have  been  slow  to 
admit  the  possibility  of  danger,  and  the  warnings  of  your  more  quick-sighted 
friends  have  been  urged  in  vain.  "For  sacred  rights"  you  imagined  "could 
not  be  disregarded ;  sacrilegious  hands  would  not  be  uplifted.  What  will  a 
man  rob  God  ?"  But  no  doubt  can  now  exist  as  to  the  possibility  of  the  fact. 
All  is  on  the  very  point  of  being  realized.  The  door  has  been  forced, — the 
party  have  actually  entered, — the  sacred  depository  has  been  approached, — 
the  sledge  hammer  has  been  employed, — its  reiterated  resoundings  have  been 
heard  far  and  wide, — the  crash  may  be  hourly  anticipated, — the  successful 
pillage  accomplished, — and  if  once  the  treasure  shall  be  seized  and  triumph- 
antly carried  off,  where  is  the  human  power  which  can  hope  to  recover  it  1 
Take  then  as  your  molto,  '^now  or  never^  And  may  the  promptitude  and 
vigour  of  your  zeal,  be  some  atonement  for  the  lateness  of  the  arousing,  and 
the  lardy  application  of  your  powers. 

But  let  me  suggest  a  second  motto.  Canada  expects  that  every  Clergy] 
man  should  do  his  duty^  And  what  is  the  foremost  duty  of  the  Priest  in  the 
present  crisis  ?  That  he  should  be  a  wnn  of  prayer.  That  disappointed  in 
all  his  expectations  of  human  aid,  he  should  approach  with  humble  confi- 
dence, the  footstool  of  omnipotence  itself,  knowing  that  "the  effectual  fervent 
prayer  of  the  righteous  man  availeth  much."    And  surely  the  present  occa- 
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eion  is  one,  on  wlucli  we  need  riotrear  to  pray.  No  qiie.-'tionintni  nccu  ori^-c 
at^  to  either  tiie  lavvfuiness  or  xUq  acceptnnce  of  our  petitions.  Thar-::  aresonu^ 
subjects  on  which  our  misgiving  mind.'^  throw  a  chilling  inilisencc  over  our 
supplications.  But  no  frozen  w-ords  will  in  this  case  hang  about  your  bps. 
The  warm,  animated,  and  -|^]enteous  overflowings  of  a  thoroughly  convinced 
inindj  will  find  their  ready  utterance.  Your  pleaiiiiigs  for  the  interests  of  our 
ZioU;  and  the  peace  of  our  harassed  but  beloved  Jerusalem,  will  be  those  of  a 
heaven-imbued  spirit.  And  while  committing  your  cause  unto  God,  your 
heart  will  burn  within  you,  fresh  and  f.-esh  topics  v/ill  be  presented,  and  froslj 
and  fresh  assurances  arir^e,  and  you  will  come  from  your  knees,  cheered  and 
animated  with  the  persuasion  that  God  will  hear  and  answer. 

I  need  not  remind  my  reverend  and  respected  Srethren,  of  tlic  apo-tolicrd 
injunction,  that  ^' men  should  pray  always  that  v/e  may  lead  a  quiet  nnd 
peaceable  life  in  all  godiineps,"  nor  need  I  attempt  toconvinrc  tliem.  that  tlie 
praying  saint,  is  the  nation's  truest  patriot  an<l  the  Church. 's  firmest  bulvvar!;. 
Never  shall  I  forget  the  impression  to  this  etfect,  m.ade  on  my  mind  in  the 
earlier  periods  of  my  ministry,  when  as  a  young  man,  I  visited  for  m.y  cww 
personal  euificaiion,  an  aged,  pious,  and  distinguished  female,  wiiosc  deatii 
V/3S  not  considered  to  be  far  distaiit,  I  observed  lying  on  her  table,  a  v='eek-- 
ly  newspaper,  and  knowing  her  dcaaness  to  the  wor'd  and  iier  seeming  r;h- 
straction  from  all  outward  things,  1  felt  a  little  surprised  ,  and  pcssibly  dis- 
covered it  in  my  countenance,  v/hen  slie  remarked, — Yes  I  take  in  a  weekly 
newspaper,  that  I  may  know  what  subjects  of  a  political  nature  I  ought  to 
pray  about,"  And  is  not  such  an  individual  to  be  reckoned  among  the  highest 
order  of  patriots  1  what  must  not  yield  in  point  of  importanre  to  tlie  dieinter- 
ested,  reiterated  supplications  of  the  wrestling,  pleading  saint]  Canada  Xhcu, 
in  expecihig  thai  every  Clergyman  shovXd  do  his  duiy,  expects  that  every  one 
of  them,  should  be  men  of  prayer  ;  that  they  should  ask  m.ercies  of  the  God 
of  Heaven  ;  that  they  should  commit  their  church's  righteous  cause,  into  the 
hands  of  their  righteous  God ;  that  they  should  never  statedly  approach  the 
throne  of  God's  grace  without  making  mention  of  their  Church's  peril  in  their 
prayers:  humbly  supplicating  "that  in  all  our  dangers  and  neces^sities,  he 
would  stretch  forth  his  riglit  hand  to  help  and  defend  us,"  tliat  thiCS3  evi'H 
which  the  cralt  and  subtiky  of  the  devnl  or  man  \vorketh  against  wr,  may  b'3 
brought  to  nought,  and  by  the  providence  of  his  goodness,  may  be  di;-:persif?d." 

But  this  important,  tliis  paramount  duty,  should  not  be  confined  to  our  Clos- 
et devotions.  It  is  conjoined  petition,  which  has  God's  especial  jn-omise,  and 
therefore  our  grand  endeavour  on  the  present  threatening  aspect  of  a  Gain; 
should  be  to  difiusc  the  spirit  of  prayer  into  our  families  and  among  our  peo- 
ple. And  how  efncacious  is  united  prayer !  Daniel  and  his  three  compan  - 
ions thus  conjoined  in  circumstances  the  most  api^alling  and  seemingly  despe- 
rate, but  the  mercies  which  they  asked  from  the  God  of  Heaven,  were  most 
graciously  and  opportunely  given.  The  disciples  at  Jerusalem  thus  conjoined 
on  tiie  behalf  of  Peter,  prayer  being  made  of  the  Church  v.  ithout  ceasing  unto 
God  for  him,"  and  the  rdmost  hopeless  act  v.  as  believingly  persevered  in  to  the 
very  last;  and  how  mh-jculously  did  it  prevail  !  Hezekiah  called  on  Ijaiah  to' 
lift  up  hio  voice  :br  the  remnant  which  waa  left,  while  he  hims  jlf  spread  the 

c 


18 


threatening  letter  before  his  God  and  prayed  over  its  insulting  contents ;  and 
the  Assyrian  overthrow  teaches  us  that  tlieir  uplifted  voices  were  not  raised 
in  vain. 

I  know  full  well,  how  such  expectations  expose  us  to  the  scornful  smile  of 
a  contemptuous  world,  for  they,  like  the  blaspheming  Sennacherib,  think  that 
it  is  impossible  that  the  God  in  whom  we  so  childishly  trust,  should  in  any 
way  deliver  us.  But  we  know  the  power  and  the  condescension  of  our  God. 
We  are  taught  by  his  never-failing  word,  that  "he  can  save  by  few  as  well  as 
by  many"  and  that  "the  eyes  of  the  Lord  run  to  and  fro  throughout  the  whole 
earth,  to  shew  himself  strong  on  the  behalf  of  those  that  put  their  trust  in  him." 

Let  us  then  try  to  diffuse  as  generally  as  possible  this  mighty  agency  of 
prayer.  Let  us  carry  the  petitions  of  our  closet,  into  the  prayers  which  as- 
cend around  our  family  altars;  and  when  yve  meet  socially  for  religious  purpo- 
ses with  our  people,  let  the  present  crisis  form  a  prominent  subject  for  our 
prayers,  and  let  us  not  hesitate  ever  in  our  discourses  to  press  upon  them  gen- 
erally this  as  their  bounden  duty.  And  who  can  question  the  efficacy  of  this 
united  cry  entering  as  it  doubtless  will,  into  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth, 
But  should  this  duty  be  neglected,  should  prayer  be  omitted,  all  other  means 
will  be  employed  in  vain.  We  may  talk,  and  harangue,  and  congregate,  and 
petition  and  write  without  end  :  and  all  will  prove  the  "imbelle  telum"  hurl- 
ed by  the  powerless  army  of  Priam,  unable  to  reach  its  object,  uselessly  fall- 
ing to  the  ground. 

But  Canada  in  expecting  that  "every  Clergyman  should  do  his  duty,"  ex- 
pects that  every  one  should  enlighten  to  the  utmost,  his  respective  circle.  It 
is  a  favourite  maxim  of  the  day,  that  ''^knowledge  is  power, ^"^  and  who  can  so 
efficiently  communicate  this  knowledge,  as  the  authorized  and  weekly  teach- 
ers in  our  Church  ;  the  men  of  intelligence  and  of  piety,  of  respectability  and 
of  influence  amongst  us  1 

What  are  then  the  Clergy  of  Upper  Canada  doing  at  the  present  moment  1 
Are  they  enlightening  their  people,  on  the  all  engrossing  subject  which  so  oc- 
cupies the  public  mind?  Are  they  collecting  all  the  materials  in  their  power 
so  as  to  enable  them  to  argue,  reason  with,  illuminate,  or  convince  them,  as 
the  case  may  be  1  Do  they  when  thus  furnished,  take  every  suitable  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  the  subject  before  their  hearers?  or  of  conversing  with  their 
friends  and  people  in  the  social  circle  ?  Do  they  purchase  and  circulate  a- 
mong  them  all  the  tract?,  and  publications,  which  are  likely  to  give  them  cor- 
rect views,  and  arouse  their  dormant  energies?  Do  they  at  the  same  time 
boldly  avow  their  own  sentiments  on  all  collateral  points?  Such  as  their  de- 
cided preference  for  the  Church  to  which  they  belong, with  the  various  grounds 
for  this  preference. — Its  Episcopal  form  of  Government. — The  soundness  of 
its  doctrines,  as  seen  in  its  articles,  homilies,  and  liturgy. — The  intelligence, 
respectability,  and  staidncss  of  its  ministers ;  their  zeal  without  innovation  ; 
their  piety  without  fanaticism. — The  mass  of  its  members  attached  to  consti- 
tutional and  conservative  principles,  upholding  the  state  as  well  as  the  church. 
The  smile  of  Heaven  which  has  so  long  rested  upon  it,  preserving  it  from  sink- 
ing amidst  the  wildest  storms,  and  enabling  it  to  survive  the  most  lengthened 
and  furious  attacks. — The  advantages  it  derives  from  being  an  established  re- 
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llgion,  of  possessing  endowments  in  perpetuity,  that  the  worship  of  God  and 
the  preaching  of  his  word,  may  descend  to  ths  remotest  periods. — And  con- 
sequently, the  claim  which  such  a  Church  has  upon  the  affections  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  paramount  duty  of  contending  for  its  just  rights. 

Are  they  moreover,  striving  to  extend  the  sphere  of  their  usefulness  beyond 
the  narrow  limits  of  their  respective  cures,  and  neighbourhoods,  by  endeav- 
ouring to  benefit  the  Province  generally,  through  the  medium  of  the  Press  ? 
employing  either  the  more  extended  pamphlet  or  the  less  obtrusive  tract,  as 
their  leisure,  talents,  or  habits  may  suggest,  and  sacrificing  small  sums  in  its 
publication,  so  that  its  circulation  being  mostly  gratuitous,  it  may  be  as  widely 
diffused  as  possible  ;  taking  as  their  encouragement  the  declaration  of  our 
Saviour,  "  she  hath  done  what  she  could  f ' 

Every  Clergyman  on  such  an  occasion  as  the  present  can  do  something  \ 
and  every  one  might,  and  should  not  suffer  himself  to  plead  excuse  or  exemp- 
tion. It  is  now  upwards  of  twelve  years,  since  the  writer  of  this  unpretend- 
ing tract,  has  in  any  public  way  employed  his  pen.  And  gladly  would  he  in 
his  less  efficient  years,  have  committed  the  task  to  some  more  youthful  or  vi- 
gorous hand.  But  conscience  kept  sounding  in  his  ear,  the  personal  convic- 
tion, that  he  as  well  as  others  was  expected  to  do  his  duty,  and  having  yielded 
to  the  monitory  call,  "  he  has  done  what  he  could." 

But  there  is  another  way  in  which  diffused  benefit,  may  most  advantageous- 
ly be  conveyed.  You  have  seen  doubtless  the  announcement  of  the  intended 
publication  of  "  the  United  Church'''^  and  may  have  heard  perhaps  of  the  able 
Editor,  who  has  consented  for  the  present  to  conduct  it.  But  as  every  one  has 
his  own  peculiar  gift  and  talent,  so  every  clergyman  of  our  United  Church 
should  set  himself  conscientiously  to  contribute,  and  should  send  one  contri- 
bution at  least,  every  month  ;  and  in  the  mean  while  should  use  every  effort 
to  procure  for  the  projected  paper,  pecuniary  support,  and  when  its  publica- 
tion shall  be  commenced,  he  should  spare  no  pains  that  all  within  the  reach 
of  his  influence,  should  have  the  opportunity  of  regularly  reading  it.  Ah ! 
give  us  but  time  for  the  settling  of  this  long  agitated  question,  let  us  only  have  a 
few  months  before  us  to  enlighten  the  public  mind ;  let  Senators  and  people 
calmly  consider  the  weighty  arguments  which  from  time  to  time,  will  we 
doubt  not,  through  this  weekly  visitant  be  brought  before  them,  and  another 
session  will  find  such  a  reaction  among  the  representatives  of  the  people,  that 
they  will  no  longer  hesitate  to  confirm  to  us,  our  just  and  equitable  claims. 
Nothing  I  am  persuaded,  of  more  cheering  augury  has  occurred  for  many 
years  within  our  Province,  as  connected  w'\ih.  the  true  and  vital  interests  of 
our  church  than  the  projected  publication  of  this  paper,  so  expressly  intended 
as  it  is  for  advocating  the  Churchman's  cause,  and  promoting  in  every  way, 
the  piety  and  edification  of  his  mind  ;  and  of  lasting  disgrace  will  it  be  to  us 
as  Clergymen,  should  we  suffer  so  beneficial  an  object  to  fail.  Let  then  our 
pen,  our  purse,  our  influence,  and  our  exertions  be  conscientiously  devoted  to 
its  service. 

But  perhaps  you  will  suffer  me  to  suggest  to  you  a  concluding  motto  1  The 
Lord  of  Hosts  is  with  us,  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our  Refuge. 

Our  cause  is  good,  to  our  faithful  and  righteous  God  we  have  committed  it, 
and  in  the  peaceful  assurance  of  divine  aid,  let  us  cheerfully  proceed. 


TilC  dny  of  man'u  extremity  has  been  vveii  'characterized  as  thai  of  God's 
rpporlunily,  and  lve  u-ill  appear  perhaps  in  soim  way  or  other,  which  •  ' 
we  least  amicipule. 

How  easy  for  example  is  it  for  him  "  io  turn,  to  nought  the  counsel  oj  c.>...: 
7)iost  subtle  JshitophelJ^  And  we  cannot  but  suspect  that  this  process  is  ac- 
tually commencing.  Many  begin  to  see  that  the  unjust  clamovirs  which  have 
been  raised^  display  too  little  of  a  gracious  savoury  and  too  much  of  a  rapa- 
cious zeal.  They  begin  to  see,  that  in  the  verynature of  things,  there  must 
ho  some  dominant  or  leading  Church,  and  tliat  as  a  dominant  Church,  no 
other  would  be  equally  tolerant,  less  bigotted,  more  seemly,  or  more  benefi- 
cially infiucntial  than  the  church  already  established  among  us.  That  the 
outcry  against  Church  domiiiancy  is  the  mere  mask  to  conceal  from  observa- 
tion, their  own  lurking  wish  for  pre-eminence.  That  these  aspirants  have  in 
tbe  excess  and  imprudence  of  their  zeal,  spoken  out  too  soon  and  too  plainly, 
have  somewhat  overshot  the  mask,  and  in  the  violence  and  act  rbity  of  their 
feelings,  have  given  but  too  clear  indication  of  what  they  would  be,  were  they 
only  to  succeed.  The  counsels  then  of  these  wise  men,  l.egin  to  be  susDoct- 
ed,  and  possibly  ere  long  the  God  of  truth  and  uprightness,  may  utterly  silence 
and  conibund  them.. 

How  easy  -ilsc  is  it  for  G.^^.  to  rai"e  uj:  for  us  some  vnexpecled  deliverer. 
Some  powerful  mastering  sp  rit  from  the  hiss  conspicuouf:  walks  of  life,  who 
shall  hear  the  soul  inspirin;;  .:ali  addressed  to  him,  as  it  ivas  to  the  lowly  Gi- 
deon, Go  forth  in  this  iky  might. "^"^  Or  perhaps  sor;  e  stripling,  like  the 
youthful  son  of  Jesse,  who  nT,r  ^customed  to  the  arnnaury  of  camps,  but  simp- 
ly trusting  in  the  blessing  oi"  that  God  whose  armies  had  been  defied,  shall  go 
forth  to  the  seemingly  unequal  encounter  with  his  sling  and  stone,  and  shall 
gain  the  easy,  the  astounding  victory.  Or  possibly  God  may  command  some 
veteran  in  the  cause  of  truth,  who  shall  rise  up  amidst  tlie  sopliistry  of  be- 
wildering argument,  and  w^ith  gigantic  grasp,  crush  to  atoms,  the  subtleties  of 
error,  and  cast  them  indignantly  to  the  scatlenng  vvind.  Or  he  may  see  lit  to 
call  from  their  beloved  retirement,  the  armies  of  our  Israel,  the  men  indeed 
of  peace  and  quietness,  whose  spirits  have  so  long  shl-unk  from  contention, 
but  who  shall  step  forth  obediently  to  the  call  of  duty,  and  placing  themselves 
under  the  banner  of  the  God  that  heareth  prayer,  shall '-stand  stilP'  in  the 
omnipotence  of  faith,  '''and  see  the  salvation  of  their  God."  Or  which  is  yet 
more  probable,  there  may  scarcely  an  individual  amongst  them  be  called  forth 
to  outward  observation,  but  he  may  simply  pour  upon  them  "  the  spirit  of  grace 
and  supplication,"  and  stir  them  up  to  wrestle  and  \o  plead  with  him  in  hum- 
ble, and  believing  prayer.    For  such  is  God's  frequent  procedure,  in  order 

that  the  excellency  of  the  power  may  be  of  (iod,  and  nofof  man."  "Not 
by  might,  or  by  power,  but  by  my  spirit  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts." 

But  in  vt'h.atever  v/ay  it  may  please  our  gracioUv^  God  to  interpose, 
cherish  the  confident  expectaiion  of  a  prosperous  result.     ''Only  believq.^^ 
*"All  things  are  possible  to  iiim  tiiat  helieveth."    "  Said  I  not  unto  thee,  that 
if  thou  wouldest  believe,  thou  shouldest  sec  the  salvntion  of  God."     I'he  Lord 
of  Hosts  is  wjth  M':-^  the  God  of  Jacob  io  our  refuge." 


